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December, 2010  

 
 
President’s Message  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
“We have the greatest opportunity of any group of hospital workers. 
Our advancement is limited only by our capabilities." 
     - Eleanor F. Hull, M.R.L. 
  
 

Patrice Spath, BA, RHIT, 
OrHIMA President 
patrice@brownspath.com 

 

 
The quote by Eleanor Hull is from her article entitled “Both Sides are to Blame if M.R.L. 
Spells N-A-G” which was published in The Modern Hospital, December 1946. Ms. Hull, a 
Medical Record Librarian at Fullerton Hospital in California, wrote about the importance 
of projecting the right skills and attitudes when working with physicians and other 
hospital staff. Record librarians, wrote Hull, should by study “keep in touch with changing 
times” and be “a person of kindness and culture, sympathetic and honest, courteous and 
honorable.” 
 
While the HIM profession and health records have transformed significantly since 1946, 
Ms. Hull’s remarks could just as easily been written today. We must still study to keep in 
touch with changing times and our people skills are just as important as our technical 
skills. OrHIMA is committed to helping its members be the professionals that Ms. Hull 
envisioned in 1946.  
 
In the New Year you’ll see several exciting changes, including a new OrHIMA website. 
You’ll be able to register for educational programs on the site and credit card purchases 
will be accepted. The fee for posting HIM job openings on our site will be lower and we 
expect more employers will regularly use the site to advertise open positions. Watch for 
an announcement about our new website and its many services. 
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“Changing times” seems to be a recurring theme in the healthcare industry. The OrHIMA 
board and volunteers are readying plans to assist members in dealing with the various 
transitions. For example, we’ve formed an ICD-10 committee to plan for and deliver 
coding education to professionals throughout the state. The 2011 OrHIMA annual 
convention will cover a range of transformational topics including release of information 
in the electronic environment and elements of an effective clinical documentation 
improvement program. Building member capabilities to meet these changing times is a 
key OrHIMA strategy. 
 
The 2011 AHIMA National Convention is Oct. 1-6 in Salt Lake City, Utah. Having the 
convention so near to Oregon will hopefully allow many of our members to attend. If you 
are thinking about attending, I suggest you make hotel reservations right now. There will 
be another large convention in Salt Lake City during the time of the AHIMA convention 
and hotel rooms near the convention center will be difficult to get. You can reserve hotel 
rooms for the convention on the AHIMA website or you can contact hotels directly. The 
Salt Palace Convention Center website (www.saltpalace.com) has a list of nearby 
hotels.  
 

There’s Still Time to Nominate a Distinguished Memb er 

The Distinguished Member Award honors an OrHIMA member for notable and enduring 
contributions and service to the association and the profession. To be considered for the 
award, an individual must be a member in good standing of AHIMA/OrHIMA. In addition 
the person must meet at least two of the following criteria: 
�  Fifteen years of service as an active HIM professional;  
�  At least ten years of service to the OrHIMA and/or the AHIMA as a board member or 

officer, committee chairman or member, project manager or member, council 
member, etc.  

�  Has made a contribution to the HIM profession through activities such as publication, 
education, systems design, public relations, research, etc. 

 
Distinguished member nomination forms are available on the Oregon COP on the 
AHIMA website or you can email Patrice Spath at Patrice@brownspath.com to obtain a 
nomination form. Deadline for submission of nominations: January 1, 2011. 
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Education Committee Activities 
Yvonne Stiller, MA, RHIA, OrHIMA Education Director 
yvonnes@mcmc.net 
 
ICD-10 
 How do you eat an elephant?  This is what the OrHIMA ICD-10 Transition 
Committee will be discussing during their first meeting January 13, 2011 at 2 pm.    
Committee membership for this journey includes: Cathy Blomdahl, Linda Cady, Linda 
Dawson, Jane Ellis, Darlene Elmore, Leslie Faus, Carolyn Fosterman, Debra Harris, 
Tara Irvine, Bev Jackson, Leslie Johnson, Cherie Johnston, Lori Lane, Briana Lawson, 
Amy Miller, Melinda Miller, Sarah Reed. This committee will be responsible for planning, 
coordinating and providing  ICD-10 education. One of our first agenda items will be to 
determine the need for ICD-10 education in the state. We recognize that some 
organizations plan to train staff internally and will not participate in external education.  
We will be reaching out to membership for input as we begin this project.   
 
CODING ROUNDTABLE 
           “Coding Secondary Diagnoses and POA Assignment” will be the topic of the next 
coding roundtable scheduled for January 20, 2011 at 2 pm.  Korene Atkins of ComForce 
consulting staff will present this topic. Korene has been an auditor, educator, and coder 
for ComForce for years.  She holds her RHIA, CCS, CPC, CPCH, and CPCI.  Each topic 
will run 20-25 minutes. A Q&A will also offer time to have questions answered for 
participants on each subject. There is a $50 registration fee per site. Registration forms 
will be available in an upcoming e-blast and will also be available on the OrHIMA web 
site:  www.orhima.org in early January. Our goal for 2011 is to provide coding 
roundtables every other month. Landis Reed, Coding Roundtable Coordinator, is busy 
planning topics for the remainder of the year. Please let us know what topics you would 
like presented and be sure to send us your evaluations of any roundtables you attend.  
You may submit questions  to lareed@samhealth.org ahead of time. 
 
STATE CONVENTION 
 The theme for the 2011 state convention is “Traditions, Trends and Transitions:  
No Limits to Learning.” The convention will be held May 19 - 21, 2011 at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Lake Oswego. Michael Kaitschuck, Program Chair, and the Education 
Committee are busy finalizing the agenda. We have utilized your evaluations, comments 
and suggestions from recent educational offerings and hope to bring you a great 
program that will meet your educational needs.     
 
As always, you can e-mail me at yvonnes@mcmc.net with any questions, suggestions, 
holiday recipes…….. 
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Public Relations  
Joanne Valerius, MPH, RHIA, OrHIMA Public Relations Director  
valerius@ohsu.edu 

 
Public Relations Update  
The Public Relations committee will meet the first week of January, 2011 to discuss the 
strategic direction of this area of OrHIMA.  If you have ideas about recruitment or 
marketing our profession to other Oregonians, please send your ideas to 
valerius@ohsu.edu. As a reminder, please let us know when there are recruitment 
activities in your schools and communities. We can provide OrHIMA and HIM college 
materials to you. 
  
International Health Information Management Associa tion   
At the November 2010 International Health Records Organization (IFHRO) Congress in 
Milan, Italy, a decision was made to change the name of the organization to the 
International Health Information Management Association. Over 30 countries were 
represented at the meeting. The next meeting of the congress will be in three years and 
will be held in Montreal, Canada. To join this group, go to the AHIMA website for more 
information. I was honored to be among the speakers at this year’s Congress, speaking 
on Privacy and Security issues. 
  
News from OHSU   
Want to try on-line teaching? 
The HIM graduate certificate program at the OHSU is actively seeking volunteers to 
provide short lectures on health information management topics about current issues in 
HIM. All lectures will be used for on-line courses and be in the form of PowerPoint 
presentations. There is a growing need for faculty in many HIM programs throughout the 
US in part-time and full-time positions. If you would like to discuss your interests in 
teaching in HIM programs, contact Joanne Valerius for mentoring in this area.     
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Health Information and Technology Week, 2010  
“Ensuring Health Information Integrity”   
~ Debra Harris, MA, RHIA, OrHIMA Communications Director 

HI&T Week is a showcase for the thousands of health information management (HIM) 
professionals who perform their duties masterfully throughout the year. Several Oregon 
HIM Departments shared pictures of their HI&T Week Celebrations with us. Thanks! 

 
Willamette Valley Medical Center HIM Staff—HIM Week Celebration 
 
At Willamette Valley Medical Center we had a Pirate theme for HIT Week.  We 
encouraged doctors to come in and do their records so that they did not have to “Walk 
the Plank”.  We created our HIM mascot for the occasion and had one of our favorite 
doctors give him a thorough physical.   
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CoP Update 
Tracy Stott, RHIT, OrHIMA CoP Co-Facilitator  
tlstottrhit@yahoo.com 
 
Hot topics this month are regional extension centers (REC's) What is our state doing? 
What are other states doing?  How would your healthcare system use a REC? 
  
Another person is looking for RN-Coders, wanting your stories. If you have one to tell 
look it up and write away.   
  
Are you missing the AHIMA COP e-alerts like I am? They now have a file posted with all 
of the 2010 e-alerts available on the CoP. 
  
What college courses would you suggest to someone that wants to increase their 
education but is happy where their career has taken them?  How would you write a 
notice to an employer on your resume that you are scheduled to take a credentialing test 
when applying for work? 
  
All of this and much more in discussion on our Communities of Practice.  Go on give it a 
try...you know you want to. 

                                                                                                     

 
 
Does Your AHIMA Member Profile Need Updating? 
Debra Harris, MA, RHIA, Communications Director  
debra.harris@salemhealth.org 
 
Remember to update your member profile on AHIMA’s website (www.ahima.org) when 
you have a new email address so you will continue to receive OrHIMA communications. 
OrHIMA gets member contact information from AHIMA. When the AHIMA database is 
not current, we lose touch with members. If a fellow OrHIMA member is not receiving 
these communications, please remind them to update their AHIMA member profile.  
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Calendar of Events  
OrHIMA Events: 

�  Board of Director Meetings: 
o First Friday of every month, 3-5 PM 

 
�  OrHIMA ICD-10 Transition Committee:  

o January 13, 2011 (first meeting) 
 

�  Coding Roundtables:   
o January 20, 2011: Coding Secondary Diagnoses and POA Assignments 

 
�  Annual Spring Meeting: 

o May 19-21, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Lake Oswego 
 
 
AHIMA Events: 

 
Audio seminar/webinars:  (Further information can be found at 
http://cop.ahima.org/COP/Public/Events/) 
 

�  January 11, 2011 (Tuesday)  
Annual Privacy and Security Training: HIPAA Complia nce  

�   
January 19, 2011 (Wednesday)  
Interventional Radiology: Coding for Lower Extremit y Endovascular Interventions   

�   
January 25, 2011 (Tuesday)  
Breach Notifications: Best Practices for Identifica tion, Response, Investigation and 
Reporting   

�   
January 27, 2011 (Thursday)  
Coding Advanced Skin Procedures   

�   
February 10, 2011 (Thursday)  
RAC Current Events: Medical Necessity, 72-Hour Rule  and Other Program Initiatives   

�   
February 15, 2011 (Tuesday)  
New ARRA Regulations: Reviewing and Responding to P atient Restriction Requests   

 
�  February 17, 2011 (Thursday)  

Coding Postoperative Complications   
 

 
�  National Conventions: 

o 2011 National Convention , October 1-6, 2011, in Salt Lake City, Utah 
o 2012 National Convention, September 26-Oct 4, 2012, in Chicago, Illinois 
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